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Synopsis 

Danzak tells the story of Nina, a ten year old girl whose father and Master Dancer 

asks her to fulfill her last wish. It is a 19 minute short film inspired on "The Agony of Rasu 

Niti", a short story by famous Peruvian writer Jose Maria Arguedas.  

 

Production Notes 

The cast of Danzak is composed by mostly by non-professional actors, who happen 

to be in real life the character they played in the film. That includes the leading actress, 

female Scissor Dancer Hellen Sly Sanchez, aka "Torbellina de Mayo Luren". 

 

              "Danzak" was shot on location, in the city of Lima and the Peruvian Andes, at 20,000 

feet above sea level. It was the sum of efforts of an extraordinary, international crew: 

Cuban-American cinematographer Naiti Gamez, production designers Peruvian Giuliana 

Torres and Iranian-American Nazanin Shirazi, Mexican-American gaffer Miguel Alvarez… 

just to name a few. The story was written and directed by Gabriela Yepes and edited by 

Laura Kincaid and Gabriela Yepes. Production manager was producer Jesus Alvarez and 

Executive Producers were Mauricio Melzi, Gabriela Yepes and Maria Cristina Rossel. 

 

               The score is performed by Scissor Dancer "Apu Misti de Mayobamba" Frank Aroni 

(who plays Father/Rasu Ñiti in the film), and Scissor Dance musicians "Ceviche de Apongo" 

and "Weqocho de Chipao" (both playing themselves in the film).  A number of talented 

artists and technicians did a great job in the sound department: Peruvian musician Daniel 

Pacheco Willis was field mixer and score recordist, American composer Jack completed 

additional sound composing, Travis Benn and Mike Ricks worked as sound designers and 

Award-winning Brad Engleking was Re-recording sound  mixer. 

 

 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION 

 

Shooting format: s16mm  

Projection format: Dvcam, Digibeta, Beta SP (NTSC/PAL), HDCam 

Projection sound: Stereo, 5.1 Surround 

TRT: 20 min 
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Production notes (longer version) 

 

A writer that immerses himself in a community, or an anthropologist doing 

participant observation on the field, only have to worry about the little chaos they create. 

But what about a whole film crew? How could we proclaim to construct a “non-

discriminative, 'from' the inside' representation” and at the same time claim neutrality in 

one of the most non-neutral activities- a film shoot? A movie completely disrupts the daily 

routine of everybody, from the first star in the cast to the last person on the crew. The only 

way of creating a not-so-intrusive shoot was to get involved with our actors as soon as the 

script was ready for rehearsals. That happened in April 2007.   

 

Our initial idea was to create the most horizontal relationship between the crew and 

the cast (most of them artists from Ayacucho) that we could get. Of course, there were 

many disadvantages: most crew members were not familiar at all with the Scissor Dance; 

there were many whiter, single women in the crew’s top positions (director, director of 

photography, art directors), who, although fluent in Spanish, would communicate among 

themselves in English. Furthermore, we were also working with an expensive, delicate 

format (s16mm film) that required careful rehearsals and lots of planning. Most musicians, 

singers and dancers had worked on low-budget music/dance video clips but never within a 

disciplined schedule, rehearsals and production conditions that apply to fiction films. For 

the cast and the crew, the film would be an unfamiliar territory.  

 

Looking back, however, we can say we did great. We managed to create the 

horizontal workflow we were looking for. We approached the Scissor Dance community, 

looking for people who resembled the characters in the script, and managed to incorporate 

their life experiences in the story. We designed rehearsals that lasted a full month. Our 

intention was never to make them act, but to get them to know us, and vice versa. On time, 

they would feel more comfortable and less afraid of the camera. It also helped the director 

to understand the motivation and feelings of each person involved.   

 

This horizontality between filmmakers-those who are filmed was applied to every 

step of the pre-production and production process. After nine months of script’s rewrites, 

the main storyline was already established, but it suffered changes until the very beginning 

of the shoot. Final dialogs were developed and re-written collectively. Minimum crew was 

always a must. Minimum lighting and audio equipment was available at all times. 

 

Real locations were also preferred. We used locations in the area where most 

Ayacuchan migrants live (Villa Maria del Triunfo district, Tablada de Lurín sector, South of 
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Lima), which added a very realistic atmosphere to the set. It was our intention to shoot the 

mountain part of the film in Ayacucho, but the August earthquake destroyed several 

villages in the Peruvian Southern coast, making any travel virtually impossible. However, 

we were able to find punas and lakes at La Cordillera de la Viuda (4500 meters above sea 

level) a mountainous landscape right off the limits of the Department of Lima. 

 

By following those steps, we consider that we built a relationship of trust and 

engagement with the cast, the horizontality we were yearning for. After a period of mistrust 

and insecurity, our actors/artists became really excited with the film, putting their 

professional and familiar obligations aside. There is one event that might show their 

commitment: the night of the earthquake the crew was stationed in Canta, a small village 

three hours away from Lima. The cast (two musicians and one dancer) was supposed to 

arrive the following morning. After the earthquake hit (18:30pm), communications shut 

down, lights went off and the news on the radio revealed the magnitude of the tragedy (five 

hundred deaths and thousands of people homeless). We thought that the actors wouldn't 

like to come and leave their families alone. But in a stroke of luck, we managed to contact 

them and, to our amazement,  they promised us to come as long as there were buses still 

running between Lima and Canta (which happened to be on the northeast of Lima, further 

away from the epicenter). The following morning just three buses left for Canta, and one of 

them was carrying our actors. In the middle of national turmoil and total chaos, we were 

able to continue with our shooting plan. 

 

 

Director’s statement 

 

Indigenous people account for a significant proportion of Peruvian population. 

However, Peruvian movies and mainstream media tend to depict Indigenous culture in 

racist and discriminative stereotypes. This short film and thesis project follows the logic of 

an intercultural dialog, using the methodology of American independent and Iranian films 

to update an ancient Andean myth. Using Jose Maria Arguedas’ story “The Agony of Rasu 

Niti” as a starting point, this film aims to create a non-stereotypical representation of the 

daily life and cultural practices inside a community of Indigenous artists who migrated 

from the countryside of Southern Peru to the shantytowns around Peru’s capital city, Lima. 

This film explores how and why a specific Andean cultural manifestation -the Scissor 

Dance- is passed on younger generations in urban environments. Based on the principle 

that film (as well as any other art form) can change the way issues are perceived and 

thought, this film intends to acknowledge one of many Indigenous traditions Peruvian 

society can not and should not be conceived without. 
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Director’s statement (longer version) 

The idea of making this film came after been involved on two documentaries in Peru 

in 2003 and 2004. The first, “My Destiny’s Road”, followed the struggles of a twelve-year 

old gang member living in one of the many shantytowns surrounding the city of Lima. It 

was a rather pessimistic portrait of a group of impoverished, lonely teenagers, victims and 

victimizers of all imaginable forms of structural violence. The second documentary was a 

moving report of the village of Paucartambo and its famous fiesta de la Virgen, one of the 

largest of its kind in the Southern Peruvian Andes. There, the story was quite the opposite: 

an uplifting, get-together-once-a-year tale of a community celebrating the beginning of the 

agricultural year in an open display of joy. 

 

How, you may ask, could those different, almost opposite two stories be possibly 

related? Youth gang activity was born out of government neglect and discrimination, along 

with rising rates of malnutrition, domestic violence, and underemployment. The 

atmosphere in those shantytowns stood at the opposite of what I saw in the Paucartambo 

fiesta. Teenagers, young adults, even kids were visibly thrilled, excited, eager to join and 

rejoicing in the traditions (music, dances, songs) their parents and grandparents had been 

performing over decades. I found there a sense of hope that was missing among urban 

teenagers, a strong sense of placement and security invading most participant’s eyes, an 

ecstatic feeling in the air. Where did that spirit come from?  

 

Thinking about it many years later, I think that both social groups could share many 

things in common (same cultural and geographic origin, same age group, etc.) but their 

perception of themselves, their sense of identity, was different. In the city, beyond rampant 

poverty, youth breaths historic amnesia in powerful doses. Urban teenagers are mostly 

second-generation Andean migrants, whose parents fled from the misery of the 

countryside and the bloody war between Maoist guerrilla organization Shining Path and 

the Peruvian Army. Usually illiterate, migrant’s economic situation would in most cases not 

improve, but get worse. In those cases, children would experience first-hand and at a very 

early age high amounts of emotional abandonment and domestic violence. Growing up 

virtually alone, their connection with their parents’ history and cultural identity would be 

therefore rather weak. School would not help them either. With the quality of Peruvian 

education dropping dangerously over the last decades, public curricula would depict 

Indigenous culture as less worthy (analphabet), less developed, and subordinated to the 

Western, white civilization. When such an essential institution reinforces historic amnesia 

and blurs the present, identity also becomes a problem. Without a notion of who you are, 

where do you come from, it is hard to see were you are actually standing, and where you can 
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go from there. Living without a past, surviving by the minute, those kids were so incapable 

to explain their present as they were to define any possible future.  Add the lack of 

opportunities for social mobility, and the discrimination and racism of a society that does 

not need, like, or does know what to do with poorly trained, emotionally disturbed 

teenagers, and you could easily imagine the frustration and pain those kids are coping with. 

 

 Why, then, make a film like this one?  

 

Over the years, I came to believe that in order to create social change I needed to 

look into who we are as a country, where do we come from, what is our place in the world. 

In a way, those two emotional extremes (loneliness vs. deep sense of placement) could and 

should to be combined into a single narration, because that is part of our experience as a 

society.  I believe cinema could potentially fill our memory gaps, the amnesia suffered by all 

of us. On the other hand, when I make films I try to base my work on the principle that any 

art form film can change the way issues are perceived and thought. This film intends to 

acknowledge one of many Indigenous traditions Peruvian society cannot and should not be 

conceived without. 
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REVIEWS IN ENGLISH 

 

Alumna Film Named Best Student Short in 

Cannes 

AUSTIN, Texas—May 18, 2009— “Danzak,” a film written and directed by Radio-TV-Film 
alumna Gabriela Yepes, (MFA ‘08), won the best student short film category at the Emerging 
Filmmakers Showcase at the American Pavilion at the Cannes Film Festival May 17. “Danzak” 
was selected among 400 other shorts from around the world. 

The American Pavilion Emerging Filmmaker Showcase at Cannes supports upcoming 
filmmakers by screening their films at the pavilion during the festival while providing an 
opportunity for these filmmakers to connect with the global audience at Cannes.  

“Danzak” tells the story of Nina, a 10-year-old girl whose life dramatically changes when she is 
asked to fulfill her dying father's last wish. Yepes produced the film as her thesis, which was 
inspired by “The Agony of Rasu Ñiti,” a short story by Peruvian writer José María Arguedas.  

The film has earned seven awards, including the “Some Farmers” TVR Craiova Award at the 
10th Slatioara Film Festival in Romania, the Best Student Short Film at the 2008 Austin Film 
Festival and the 2008 Conacine Short Film Contest in Peru. 

Yepes and Radio-TV-Film alumna Naiti Gamez (M.A. ‘07), director of photography, earned two 
2007 Teresa Lozano Long Graduate Study Abroad Travel Grants to produce the film in Peru.  

Yepes, who minored in Latin American studies, recently earned another grant to start research 
and development on a documentary film about the impact of global warming on indigenous 
communities in the southern Peruvian Andes. 

More information about Danzak is available online (http://danzak.wordpress.com) 
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Call for Entries: 24th Annual 
Imagen Awards  
 
The Imagen Foundation seeks to 
recognize and reward positive portrayals 
of Latinos in all forms of media, as well 
as to encourage and recognize the 
achievements of Latinos in the 
entertainment and communications 
industries. In keeping with its mission, 
The Imagen Foundation cordially invites 
all members of the entertainment and 
communications industries to participate 
in the 24th Annual Imagen Awards 
Competition. Deadline for submissions: 
June 1, 2009 

For more information on qualifications 
and categories, and to submit an entry for the 24th Annual Imagen 
Awards, please visit: www.imagen.org 

Winners will be announced at the 24th Annual Imagen Awards Gala on 
Sunday, August 23, 2009, at the Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, 
California. The Imagen Foundation works to create, promote, and 
enhance opportunities for all Latinos in front of and behind the camera 
and throughout the entertainment industry, and serves as a liaison 
between the industry and the Latino community by providing access, 
education and resources.

Contact us at webmaster@nalip.info to post news, announcements, business data or job 
postings.  
To SUBSCRIBE send an email to list-LITI-subscribe@nalip.info  
to UNSUBSCRIBE send an email to list-LITI-unsubscribe@nalip.org  
The Latinos in the Industry e-Newsletter is a free service provided by the National Association 
of Latino Independent Producers (NALIP) with the generous assistance of Alex Mendoza & 
Associates (AMA) in an "as-is" basis for the education and information of users only. NALIP 
and/or AMA, their principal(s), employees, agents or representatives shall under no 
circumstances be liable for any loss or damage, including, but not limited to, loss of profits, 
goodwill or indirect or consequential loss arising out of any use of or inaccuracies in the 
information. All warranties expressed or implied are excluded to the fullest extent permissible by 
law. All comments and postings, including those by the Editor, are the responsibility of 
those individuals posting and no endorsement by NALIP and/or AMA should be inferred. 
Referral links and individual e-mail forwarding are permitted. NALIP reserves the right to 
withdraw or delete information or to discontinue this service at any time. All quoted, linked and/or 
referred information, as well as all copyrights and trademarks, are the property of their 
respective holders, used here under license and/or "fair-use" rules. © NALIP. 

 
 

 

  

 
Gabriela Yepes  
NALIPster's short in Emerging 
Filmmaker Showcase at Cannes 

Danzak, a short film directed and 
produced by NALIP member 
Gabriela Yepes, will be playing at 
the American Pavilion 2009 
Emerging Filmmaker Showcase at 
the Cannes Film Festival. This 
event supports upcoming 
filmmakers by screening their films 
during the Festival while providing 
an opportunity for to connect with 
the global audience at Cannes. 
Danzak is one of the top ten films 
selected - out of 400 submissions.  

Danzak will play on Saturday, May 
16th, 2009, at the American 
Pavilion. Danzak tells the story of 
Nina, a 10-year old girl living in the 
slums of Lima, capital city of Peru, 
whose life changes dramatically 
when her father and Master 
Dancer asks her to fulfill his last 
wish. It is inspired on an Andean 
myth. 

   

  

 



Danzak, a film by Gabriela Yepes 
 

Kunay Films                                           Texas/New York / Peru         buena_gaby@yahoo.com.ar   

 

 



Danzak, a film by Gabriela Yepes 
 

Kunay Films                                           Texas/New York / Peru         buena_gaby@yahoo.com.ar   

 



Danzak, a film by Gabriela Yepes 
 

Kunay Films                                           Texas/New York / Peru         buena_gaby@yahoo.com.ar   

 

 

 

 

DC Shorts Blog 
Review: "DANZAK" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Director: Gabriela Yepes 
Running Time: 20 minutes 
Genre: Drama 
IMDB Entry 

It's a shame that I don't speak Spanish because if I did I think I'd appreciate the visually beautiful 
and emotionally compelling Danzak, directed by Gabriela Yepes, even more. A wonderful blend 
of tradition and modern life, Danzak tells the story of Nina, a young girl living in the mountains 
of Peru with her mother and dying father. Nina's father is accomplished in an ancient traditional 
Peruvian style of dance that he has passed on to his daughter, a dance which is used to incredible 
effect to tell a story that is at once laced with sorrow over the father's fragile heart yet brimming 
with the power of faith and respect to ways that predate our own lives by centuries and will 
outlast us by just as long. 

Limited by the necessity of reading the subtitles, Danzak nevertheless conveys an incredible 
level of emotional depth through the beautiful scenery of Peru and the blatant desperation that 
young Nina projects. Not yet ready to mourn, she is a little girl desperate to hold onto her father 
and so she grasps at what he has taught her, holding on as tight as she can to his costume and the 
dance he has taught her. The dialogue, actors and setting all make for a world that as far away 
from our own homes and lives as it may be, nevertheless unfolds before us as though a portal to 
Peru and a beautiful part of its culture were opened up. 
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       Gabriela Yepes and filmmaker Danny Boyle during the 2008 Austin Film Festival Awards Luncheon 

 
Austin Film Festival 2008 Jury award Winners 
Narrative Student Short 
Winner: "Danzak" (writer/director: Gabriela Yepes) 
Narrative Short 
Winner: "Sikumi" (writer/director: Andrew Okpeaha MacLean) 
Special Award for Ryan Andrews' Performance: "Frankie" (writer/director: Darren Thornton) 
Special Jury Award: "Megatron" (writer/director: Marian Crisan) 
Documentary Feature 
Winner: Les Ninjas du Japon (director: Giommi Giovanni) 
Narrative Feature 
Winner: Lost & Found (writer: Maki Arai, writer/director: Nobuyuki Miyake) 
Special Jury Award: Left (writer/director: Froukje Tan) 
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Slatioara, Sep. 20 (ANDINA).- The Peruvian movie "Danzak”, directed by the film maker 
Gabriela Yepes, won the award “Some Farmers” TVR Craiova, in the 10th Film Festival of 
Slatioara city in Romania, reported the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

The event, where the Peruvian movie received an award was organized by the National 
Foundation for Rural Civilization.  
  
Peru's embassy in Romania reported that more than 200 short films will participate in the 
festival to be held between September 2 and 7. 

The Peruvian film director, well-known by her works on Andean topics, was awarded 
with a honors diploma, a medal, and money prize. 

(END) CCR/MCS/GCJ 

 

 

 

Alumna Wins Austin Film Festival Award 

Peruvian film "Danzak" named Best Narrative Student Short 

AUSTIN, Texas -Oct. 24, 2008- Gabriela Yepes (M.F.A. Radio-Television-Film, '08) earned 
the Narrative Student Short Film Award for writing and directing "Danzak" Oct. 18 at the 
2008 Austin Film Festival. the film tells the story of Nina, a 10-year-old girl whose life 
dramatically changes when she is asked to fulfill her dying father's last wish. 
 
Yepes produced the film as her thesis, which was inspired by "The Agony of Rasu Ñiti," a 
short story by Peruvian writer José María Arguedas. The film also earned the "Some 
Farmers" TVR Craiova Award at the 10th Slatioara Film Festival in Romania. 
 
Yepes and Naiti Gamez (M.A. Radio-Television-Film, '07), director of photography, earned 
two 2007 Teresa Lozano Long Graduate Study Abroad Travel Grants to produce the film in 
Peru.  
 
Yepes, who minored in Latin American studies, recently earned another grant to start 
research and development on a documentary film about the impact of global warming on 
indigenous communities in the southern Peruvian Andes. 
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Película peruana 'Danzak' obtuvo premio en 

festival de cine en Rumania 

 (Andina).- La película peruana "Danzak", dirigida por la cineasta Gabriela Yepes, obtuvo el 
premio "Algunos Campesinos" TRV Craiova, en el X Festival de Cine de la ciudad de 
Slatioara en Rumania, informó el Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores. El evento en el que 
resultó triunfante la película peruana fue organizado por la Fundación Nacional para la 
Civilización Rural. 
 
La embajada peruana en Rumania informó que el festival se desarrolló entre el martes 2 y 
el domingo 7 de setiembre y que participaron más de 200 cortometrajes de diferentes 
países. La directora peruana, conocida por sus trabajos en temas andinos, ganó una 
diploma de honor, una medalla y un incentivo económico. 

 

 

 

Nota Informativa 911 - 08  
 
El 18 de octubre pasado el cortometraje “Danzak”, escrito y dirigido por la cineasta 
peruana Gabriela Yepes, recibió su segundo reconocimiento en un evento internacional, al 
ser seleccionado como mejor cortometraje estudiantil en el Festival Internacional de Cine 
en Austin, Texas, Estados Unidos. 
 
En dicho festival participaron un total de 190 películas, entre largometrajes y 
cortometrajes de diversos países del mundo. El premio, que fue entregado en una 
ceremonia en el Austin City Club, incluyó entre los miembros del jurado al Director del 
Festival de Cine AFI-Dallas, James Faust, y al actor escritor norteamericano Johnathon 
Schaech. 
 
“Danzak” narra la historia de Nina, una niña de diez años, cuya vida cambia cuando su 
padre y maestro danzante de tijeras le pide cumplir su último deseo. El corto está inspirado 
en el conocido cuento de José María Arguedas “La agonía de Rasu Ñiti”, y cuenta entre sus 
actores con Lilian Trujillo, Frank Aarón, Hellen Sly Sánchez, Jordán Segura, además de un 
elenco de músicos y danzantes de tijeras de Ayacucho.  Este es el segundo premio 
internacional que recibe “Danzak”. El primero fue el Premio “Algunos campesinos” TRV 
Craiova, durante el X Festival de Cine de la ciudad de Slatioara, en Rumania, organizado por 
la Fundación Nacional para la Civilización Rural, y la Medalla Nieste Tirani. 
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Lima, 31 de Octubre de 2008  

 

BIOS 

Gabriela Yepes (director) started as a television producer 
for the Peruvian National Broadcast Service (the Peruvian 
equivalent of American PBS). In 2004, she received a 
Fulbright Fellowship and moved to the United States to 
attend graduate film school. Her pre-thesis and thesis 
short films have screened in film festivals in Europe, Asia 
and the Americas. Gabriela has worked also as assistant 
director and production manager in films in America and 
Eastern Europe. She holds a B.A. from the Communications 
School at the University of Lima, Peru, and an MFA in Film 
and Video Production from the University of Texas at 
Austin, USA.  

 
Naiti Gámez (cinematographer) is a Cuban-born, Miami-
raised, filmmaker. She has worked as a cinematographer, 
director and editor on award-winning films and television 
series. Her latest film, Love, Sadie, was a semi-finalist at the 
2008 Student Academy Awards. As a cinematographer, her 
film credits have screened at dozens of festivals worldwide. 
Her film and TV credits have aired on television networks 
such as Showtime, MTV/MTV2, & tuTV. Naiti has also worked 
at various non-profit organizations in the U.S. and abroad. She 
holds a B.A. in Latin American Studies from Smith College, and 
an M.F.A. in Film Production (Cinematography concentration) 
from the University of Texas at Austin. 

 

Daniel Pacheco Willis (Composer). Talented musician, born and 
raised in a family of artists, Daniel works in Peru as a music 
producer, engineer and performer, as well as composer for Latino 
rock bands and Grammy-winner Susana Baca. He has also 
composed music scores for documentary series, short films and TV 
series since 2001. 
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Brad Engleking (re-recording sound 
mixer) has been a freelance mixer, sound 
editor, and audio engineer for 
Troublemaker Studios since 2002. His 
works include Sin City, The Adventures of 

Sharkboy and Lavagirl in 3-D, Once Upon a 

Time in Mexico, Spy Kids 3-D: Game Over, 
and Spy Kids 2: The Island of Lost Dreams. 
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CAST 
 
Hellen Sly Sanchez, “Torbellina de Mayo 
Luren”: Nina 
Frank Aroni, “Apu Misti de Mayobamba”: 
Father/Rasu Ñiti 
Liliana Trujillo: Mother 
Severiano Flores, “Ceviche de Apongo”: 
Severiano 
Mercedario Basilio, “Weqocho de Chipao”: 
Basilio 
Jhordan Segura: Kid 
Anabella Bellota: Nurse 
Susy Díaz: Lady at the market 
 
 
CREW 
 
Directed and produced by    Gabriela Yepes 
Executive Producers  Mauricio Melzi, María 
Cristina Rossel, Gabriela Yepes 
 
Unit Production Manager  Jesús Alvarez 
1st Assistant Director Jano Burmester 
Acting coach Edward Llungo 
Casting extras Marita Beingolea 
Production Assistants  Cynthia Flores, 
Martín Yorgues 
 
Director of Photography  Naiti Gámez 
Gaffer Miguel Alvarez 
1st Assistant Camera  and Steadicam 
Operator Raul Erivez 
2nd Assistant Camera Jhon Martínez 
Key Grip Antonio Rodríguez 
Grips  
Darío Rodríguez 
Jimmy Rodríguez 
Marianela Vega 
Daniel Gonzales 
 
Production Designers Nazanin Shirazi, 
Giuliana Torres 
Art Director Livia Rodríguez 
Scissor Dance Costume Designer 
Pachakchaki de Coracora 
 
Location Sound Mixer Daniel Pacheco Willis 
Sound Assistant Daniel Gonzales 

Music Performed by: 
Scissors   Apu Misti de Mayobamba 
Violin   Ceviche de Apongo 
Andean harp   Weqocho de Chipao 
Music recordist and mixer Daniel Willis 
Additional music editing and sound effects 
Jack Stamps 
Sound editors and Foley Michael Ricks, 
Travis Benn 
Sound Re-Recording Mixer Brad Engleking 
 
Editors    Gabriela Yepes, Laura Kincaid  
Post Production Sup  (USA)  Susanne Kraft 
Post Production Sup (Peru) Rommel Comeca 
Visual effects & animation   Colin Crump 
Film & HD Transfer Video Post (& Transfer) 
Color Timing Steve Franko 
 
Additional Video Footage Tony Rodríguez, 
Gabriela Yepes 
“Odiosas” footage courtesy of Media 
Networks Peru SAC (PlusTV) 
 
Craft Service  
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 DANZAK  
 FESTIVAL HISTORY 

 
 
FILM AWARDS 

 

• Best Subtitled Short Drama, 2009 Indie Gathering, Cleveland. 
• Honorable Mention-Best Latin American Short, 2009 Cero Latitud Short Film 

Festival, Quito, Ecuador. 
• Best Student Narrative Short, Emerging Filmmakers Showcase, Cannes Film 

Festival 2009 

• Best Short, 2009 “Contribuciones” Diversity and Equity Film Festival, Central 

Connecticut State University 
• Best Short, 2009 Marin County Film Festival, San Rafael, California. 
• Best Narrative Short Film, 2009 Cine Las Americas, Austin, Texas. 
• Best Narrative, 209 Marin Count Short Film and Video Festival, San Rafael, 

California. Best Student Narrative Short, 2008 Austin Film Festival, Texas 
• Best Short on Celluloid and Best Short Screenplay, 2008 Peruvian Film Council 

National Contest, Lima, Peru. 
• Nieste Tarani Medal and TVR Craoiwa Award, 2008 Slatioara Film Festival, 

Rumania. 
• 2007 Summer Award, Lozano Long Institute of Latin American Studies, 

University of Texas at Austin. 
 
FUTURE FESTIVAL SCREENINGS (as Official Selection) 

• "aluCine" Toronto Latin@ Media Festival, Canadá (November 12- December 5) 
• Salon International Du Perou at Montreal, November 2009. 
• All Roads Film Festival, National Geographic, Washington DC, November 24th, 

2009 
• Denver Starz Film Festival, November 2009. 

 
PREVIOUS FESTIVAL SCREENINGS (as Official Selection/Finalist) 

• Cinemaissi – Latin American Festival in Finland. Helsinki, (21-30 Oct). 
• ARPA Film Festival, Los Angeles (October 2009) 
• Angelus Student Film Festival – Finalist, Los Angeles (September 2009) 
• Vancouver International Film Festival (October 2009) 
• I’ve seen films Film Festival, Milan (September-October 2009) 
• Holly Shorts Film Festival, Los Angeles (September 2009) 
• Festival de Cine Cero Latitud, Ecuador (July 2009) 
• Soho Rushes Short Film Festival, London, UK. (June, 2009) 
• 11th Mo&Friese Children’s Short Film Festival in Hamburg (Germany) 
• Contribuciones Film Festival, Connecticut  
• MALI Women’s Film and Performance Arts Festival, Austin, Texas (May 28th-30th) 
• Emerging Filmmakers Showcase at the American Pavilion, 2009 Cannes Film 

Festival.  
• 2009 Feel Good Film Festival (August 2009) 
• Marfa Film Festival, Texas (April 20th-May 3rd) 
• 25th Chicago Latino Film Festival (April 17–29)  
• East End Film Festival, London, UK (April 23-30) 
• Cine Las Americas Film Festival, Texas (April 22-30)  
• 21° Rencontres Cinémas d’Amérique Latine de Toulouse, 2009 
• 2009 AFI Dallas Film Festival 



• 2009 San Diego Latino Film Festival 
• 2009 Tiburon Film Festival  
• 13th Siena International Short Film Festival Program 24th - 29th November, 

2008 
• 2009 Austin Film Festival 
• 2009 I Festival di Cinema e Letteratura Latinoamericana, Rome, Italy  
• Il Festival del CINEMA LATINO AMERICANO a Trieste (2008) 
• 2009 International Short Film Festival, Sao Paulo 
• Sin Fronteras Film Festival, New Mexico  
• 2008 Slatioara Film Festival, Rumania. 

 
  
ADDITIONAL PREVIOUS SCREENINGS 

• Travels on the Globe with Andrew Princz Screening Series, Montreal, Canada, 
2009 

• All Roads Project Showcase/Festival, 2009 (Los Angeles and Washington DC) 
• Cinema at the Peruvian Embassy at London, 2009 
• Clermont Ferrand Film Market, 2009 
• Showcase at the Pukllasunchis School, Cusco, 2008 
• University of Texas at Austin, Los Angeles Hollywood Showcase, October 2008 
• Saddle Up NYC! New York, February 2009 
• Ransom Center at the University of Texas at Austin, March 2009 

 
 
ADDITIONAL PREVIOUS SCREENINGS AS PART OF THE BANFF WORLD TOUR 

• Alberni District Secondary School, Port Alberni, Canada. November 2008. 
• University of Utah, Utah - December 2, 2008 
• NexStage Theatre at Idaho, January 2009. 
• National Geographic Headquarters in Washington D.C. - February, 2009  
• University of California, Santa Barbara - March 3, 2009 
• Barracks Road Shopping Center, Charlottesville, Virginia. March, 2009 
• REI Stores, Monterey Bay, California. March, 2009 
• San Diego Natural History Museum, California. March, 2009 
• REI Berkeley, Berkeley, California. March, 2009.  
• Los Altos High School, California. March, 2009 

 

 




